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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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 Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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which that relationship involves, on the principles of the gospel. 


The believer is bound to perform every duty on Christian principles. (Col. 3: 17) It involves our manner of speech, our plans for living, the way we deal with our fellowman, our walk and conduct in and out of the church, every aspect of our life. 


There is a way of living that is appropriate to the gospel, and it is what the gospel requires. Jesus told His Apostles to, " teach them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: (Matt 28: 20).


When Christians are under the influence of the gospel, it is reflected in their manner of life. It is seen in their conduct, dress, temperament, speech, morals, and their aims. The gospel is not a passive thing, it is intended to be lived and influence its followers. Because we must frame our lives by it, it is necessary that it be studied and that we know what its rules are. (II Tim. 2: 15)


      It is by the gospel that we are called (II Thess. 2: 14) out of darkness into His marvelous light (I Pet. 2: 9) into a fellowship with Jesus Christ (I Cor. 1: 9). We are not worthy of God's grace but because it has been bestowed 


upon us by the gospel we can and must live "lives" worthy of its 


cost.


			JP





On the other hand, all societies are held together by some agreements about the common good--by laws that protect society from wicked and vicious individuals.  In the absence of such social contracts, society sinks into anarchy.


      All law rests on this fundamental concept of authority.  Such basic documents as the United States Constitution both define and limit the authority of government and give to the central government the right to pass authoritative laws.


      A society, which does not respect authority, will not obey the law.  Our nation totters precariously on the brink of such lawlessness.  When people insist that their individual rights are boundless, that they may break the law if they wish, then they destroy the basis for social organization--they are rebels against authority.


      I was intrigued by American struggle with the concept of authority during a recent visit of Pope John Paul II.  The pope's conservative moral views not only offended some Americans, including many Roman Catholics, they also befuddled and angered them.


     USA Today reported an interview with a young Catholic woman whose test-tube pregnancy violated church








But I shall tell you this: If you are a Roman Catholic, then common sense says you should submit yourself to the teaching of the church.


      I recommend rather that you "submit yourselves therefore to God" (James 4:7).  That submission is the very definition of being a Christian and it is demonstrated when one carefully attends to learning and keeping God's laws.


      But the point of this article is that it is extremely difficult to teach someone to obey God who does not understand authority.  Our society is rotten to the core with people who have no intention of being bound by either the laws of God or man.  Why shouldn't I lie if it gets me what I want?  Why shouldn't I take drugs if it makes me feel good?


      The answer, of course, is because it is wrong.  It is wrong because God's law says so.  And every violation of God's law is equally wrong--whether it is doctrinal or moral.


      I am increasingly convinced that I am at odds with most people in my time not because we understand laws differently but because we understand authority differently.  The first lesson that must be learned by those who are rebellious is submission to God.  Some of God's laws you may like and some of them may chafe a bit.  But that is irrelevant.  To become a Christian is to enter the kingdom of God.  As a servant in the kingdom, I listen and obey.





					





What Ever Happened to Authority?


By Ed Harrell





Our society has elevated personal freedom and individual rights to unprecedented levels.  In most ways, I am profoundly thankful for that.  Though we grumble about bureaucracy and government oppression, modern Americans have no concept of what it means to live in a totalitarian society, much less under a monarch or a despot.








doctrine.  "He is the leader of our church," she said of the pope, "but he seems to be so far removed.  . . . Here I have produced this beautiful, gorgeous son . . . and now the church says that's wrong.  I think the church needs to change with the times."


     I have no desire to debate the moral issue in question, and I certainly do not intend to defend the divine guidance of popes, but such an exchange does leave me wondering what every happened to authority.


      The reason something is right or wrong for a Roman Catholic is determined by the authority of the church.  The argument of the young woman who was interviewed is:  "I don't like what the church says.  I have no intention of obeying a law I don't like.  The church should change."  If "I" is the only standard of authority, welcome to religious anarchy.


      The American Constitution is not perfect, and there is a mechanism for changing it, nor are all laws just and right, but Christians are bound to respect governmental authority: Submit your self to every ordinance 


of man for the Lord's sake…" (1 Peter 2:13).


      I do not recommend that any submit to the authority of the pope, because I do not believe that he represents God on earth.











Worthy Lives


"Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ:" (Phil 1:27)





One of the fundamental truths of scripture is that man is not worthy of the blessings that God has given through Jesus Christ. He alone is worthy of anything because he gave "Himself a ransom for many". The tutorship of the law showed that we could not live in a way that will make us worthy of the salvation He brought. We are required, however, to live "lives" that are "worthy of the gospel" and we need to understand what that means. Whether your translation of Phil. 1: 27 reads "manner of life", "conversation", "conduct" or something else, these words have the same root word "politeuomai" and that has to do with citizenship. It is literally, "to live as a citizen"; "to conduct one's self according to the laws and customs of a state".


 When Paul uses this word in the passage under consideration, he is saying "conduct yourselves as citizens of the Kingdom (state) that was brought about by the "Gospel of Christ". It implies that as citizens of the kingdom, we should act in all duties, 


Cont on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods, Sis. Patty Keenan’s parents. 


 Tony Wilkie,  recovering from a stroke.


 Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond’s sister Becca Debee,


 recovering from cancer surgery. Sis. Doris Davis


Sis. Elaine Clem’s mother.


All of our new Converts.


Check the board in the back for others. 


Remember Crystal Crouch.  


_________________________________


Men’s meeting 3:30 PM





Group “C” meeting after PM Service.


_________________________________





Upcoming Events to Remember





Bible Forum …………March 2011


With Bro. Ferrell Jenkins





_________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ken Gay


Song Leader----Sam Adams


Lord's Supper---Mark Bowman


   Asst. 1-----David Martin


   Asst. 2-----Cliff Wiggs


   Asst. 3-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Brad Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Tyler Davidson


2nd Prayer----Grant Hicks 


Read Scripture---Joe Phillips 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Witt Hays 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader----Dion Clark


2nd Prayer------George Wilcox


Read Scripture ---Jordan Huff


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Mark Bowman


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rodee Bruns


 Invitation---Roger Pink


 Closing Prayer---Rob Williams





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














